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Wao GAVE HIMSELF FOR US; THAT HE MIGHT 
© REDEEM us FROM ALL 1N2QUITY. 


10 point can be more lee than that the 


e of Almighty God is accompliſh- 


4 in purity and goodneſs; nor can any truth 


be more familiar to reaſon, than that all the hon- 
our and happineſs of every intellectual being con- 
ſiſt in a conformity to this immortal ſtandard of 


perfection. As he is a God of truth, arid without 
iniquity, to depart from all iniquity is the only 


path to dignity and peace. 


I0 increaſe the number of virtuous and happy 
beings, the inſpiration of the Almighty animated 


the duſt. of the ground; and man became a liv- 


ing foul. Stamped with the ſublime image of 


-his maker, his immortal Win Was Sod-like erect 
992 as 
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_ 3 
as his frame. Fair was the face of Nature round 
him, but her face within him was quite as fair; 
for there the ſweet bloſſoms of innocence grew, 
and all the boſom was paradiſe, 

From this ſtate of mortal eminence and bliſs, 
the imperfect probationer has fallen. The whole 
conſtitution of humanity is become broken and 
disfigured. The human face divine has loſt the 
tranquillity of innocence, and the mild beauty of 
ſocial love: each uncomely paſſion is pictured 
upon it, and the fair ſunſhine of the breaſt is ex- 
changed for the clouds of care and the glooms of 
remorſe. 

To reſtore mankind to that purity and peace 
which they have loſt, divine wiſdom and bene- 
volence have been at work from the beginning 
until now. All the inſtitutions of religion, and 


all the diſpenſations of providence, have been 
pointed to this beautiful object. The whole 


compaſs of human hiſtory is but one grand lec- 
ture on morals, which the Deity through every 


ace has been reading to man. To promote the 


reformation of human nature, the venerable law 
of God was proclaimed in thunder to the trem- 
bling tribes of Iſrael; and in order to diſcipline 
them in virtue, and at the ſame time to hold 
them up as an example to ae that people 
invariably found that their ſecular hiſtory took its 
colour from the —_— 91 their moral 
ſtory. 
Laſt of all, to crown the exertions of Heaven 
in the cauſe of human virtue, to make it next to 
impoſſible for man to err, and to leave him 
without the ſhadow of an excuſe if he ſhould, — 
the auſpicious babe of Bethlehem is born: * 
mild 


1.23 

mild and gentle Meſſiah commences his immor- 
tal reign, V 

The grace of God that bringeth ſalvation, 
ce hath appeared to all men; teaching us that de- 
« nying ungodlineſs and worldly luſt, we ſhould 
live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this 
ce preſent world; looking for that bleſſed hope and 
c the glorious appearing of the great God and 


A 


ec ſaviour Jeſus Chriſt, who gave himſelf for us 


A 


ce that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and 


e purify unto himſelf peculiar people zealous of 


« good works.” 9 85 
It is not poſſible to imagine a diſpenſation, 
more admirably calculated to reform the morals 


of mankind, and train them for immortal glory. | 


The method which it takes to accompliſh this 


point, is not by exerciſing any myſtical compulſion 
upon the human mind, as ſome enthufiaſtics 


have imagined ; but by ſpeaking to that cool un- 
derſtanding which the inſpiration of the Almigh- 


ty hath given us, and by preſenting all thoſe % 


tives to the practice of virtue, which work moſt 


powerfully upon the ingenuouſneſs and ſenſibility 
of human nature. The obligations to duty which 


ariſe out of the nature of things and our relation 
to the moral Governor of the univerſe, are not 
ſufficient to influence the —y of mankind. 


To theſe conſiderations, therefore, Chriſtianity has 
added every inducement to the performance of 


duty, that is fitted to the feelings of the human 
beit. 1 i TS, 


The influence of Chriſtianity, upon the vxoER- 
' STANDING, and upon the passioxs, are the two 


points to which I now beg the favour of your at- 
tention. CTC 
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The firſt ſtep which the chriſtian religion takes 
to accompliſh the reformation of the world, is to 
remove the veil which had lang concealed the 
face of Duty. Mankind had long been inſenſi- 
ble to the beautiful ſimplicity of virtue. Cere- 
mony and auſterity were the principle features in 
all their moral ſyſtems; than which nothing can 
| have a greater tendency to diſguſt the manly and 
generous mind, and give ta virtue an amiable and 
unpopular aſpect. The plan of conduct which 
| Chriſtianity has delineated, is as free as poſſible 

from every thing of this kind. It does not load 
the ſhoulders with ſacraments, nor cloud the 
countenance with melancholy. It does not teach 
us to worſhip the God of truth with the parade 
of ceremony, and the foppery of devotion, In 
the beautiful and generous table of its laws, there 
is not one which commands us to fly from the in- 
nocent pleaſures of life to the ſolitude of hermi- 
tages, or the gloom of convents. The pupils of 
Jeſus are not ſent out upon painful journies to the 
holy land, and made to believe that the only way 
to pleaſe the God of love is to fatigue the frame, 
and wound the feet with thorns. Chriſtianity 


has put an everlaſting ſtop to all the pomp and 


all the penance of religion: it is equally remoy- 
ed from the meanneſs of ſuperſtition, and the 

madneſs of enthuſiaſm; and reduces the whole 
duty of man to that juſtice and mercy, which are 
the links of ſociety, and the features of Deity. 


It requires no ſacrifice but a broken heart. It 


Pronounces him only a holy pilgrim, who goes a- 
bout doing good continually. It exacts no mor- 
tification, but an abſtinence from thoſe pleaſures 
which pollute the mind, and poiſon its joys for 

ever; 


£3 3 
ever; and for the trappings which once religion 
wore, it aſks no ornaments but meekneſs, gen- 


tleneſs and truth, —That ſyſtem of morals which 
Chriſt holds up to mankind, approves itſelf at 


once to every honeſt mind, and every feeling 
heart. It requires nothing of us, the propriety 


of which we do not ſee, and the beauty of which 


we do not feel. It does not exact a blind obedi- 


ence to unintelligible and arbitrary injunctions; 


it does not treat us as mechanical ſlaves, or unin- 


formed children, but as beings poſſeſſed af manly 
Intelligence and generous ſefiſibility, 


To love each other as brethren, to feed the 


hungry and take the ſtranger in, to ſit by the 
mourner's ſide and try to ſooth the ſorrow which 
we cannot remove, to guide the child of ſimpli- 


city through the mazes of human life, when 


frailty ſtrays from duty with gentleneſs and deli- 


cacy to lead the wanderer back, to ſpeak with 
_ tenderneſs of the reputation which indiſcretion 


has wounded, and to hide from other eyes the 


fault our own has ſeen, to forgive the man who 
has done us wrong, and for malignant curſes to 


return the generous and honeſt blefling of trium- 


phant goodneſs, —all this is ſimplicity, all this 


is beauty; it appeals to the pride of a man; it 


conſults the dignity of human pRture, and the 


honor of God at once. 
In whatever point of view we contemplate 


Chriſtianity, we muſt plainly perceive it to be a 


| ſyſtem of happineſs, and a ſyſtem of honor, 


2 muſt be free to ſay, that the man who wil! 
not be induced to do his duty when ſo beautiful a 


repreſentation of it is given him, a repreſenta- 


* ſo honorable to his nature and ſo friendly to 


all 
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all his better feelings, 18 beyond the reach of 


every generous motive. 


Having thus attempted to illuſtrate the 
conviction with which Chriſtianity inſpires its pu- 
pils, you will give me leave to mention a few in- 
ſtances in which it ſpeaks to their PAssſoms. 

That encouragement which the goſpel gives us, 
to hope for divine acceptance amid the innumer- 
able imperfections of humanity, is one very pow- 
erful inducement to the practice of duty; which 
val force, to the timidity and 
. generolity of the human hear̃ r. 
When we take a view of divine purity with all 
our imperfections on our heads, it is enough to 
fill us with terror, confuſion and deſpair, and to 
throw a fatal damp over all our endeavours to 
| pleaſe a Being of ſuch inimitable rectitude. An 
apprehenſion that it 1s impoſſible for us to ac- 

compliſh any point, very powerfully diſcourages 
all our attempts; and for ſuch weak and imper- 
fect beings as we are, in this corrupted ſtate of 
ſociety, in all points to do the will of our Father 
in heaven, is next to impoſſible at leaſt,  _ 
On this account, we ftand in need of every poſ- 
| ſible encouragement to baniſh our fears, to chear 
our ſpirits, and animate us to the performance of 
our duty. When a gladiator is weak and timid, 
he requires peculiar plaudits from the generous 
| ſpectators that ſurround him; and when we con- 
fider what a hoſt of temptations we have to en- 
counter, and how prone our ſickly virtue is to 
| yield, we ſhall be convinced that we cannot be 
too well aſſured of the indulgence and generoſity 


C47 
with which the grand SpeQator looks down up- 
on this theatre of action. 


In this reſpect the chriſtian religion is well 
ſuited to our caſe. We are here, informed that 


the God of all is not ſtrict to mai 
he will not quarrel with the 1mper 
manity, that he will forgive the c 


iquity, that 


enters his preſence with the tear of honeſt peni- 
tence in his eye, and that he will crown every 


humble and ingenuous heart, notwithſtanding its 


weakneſſes, with his immortal tavor and loving 


kindneſs, 


Theſe are chearful tations. theſe are 


pleaſant proſpects. Animated by theſe hopes, the 

poor brokbn hearted penitegt, that would other- 
Ei lie down in deſpondency, may riſe up from 
the duſt of deſpair and Proceed on BIS way re- 
. Joicing. 


Particularly to the generous part of monkind are 


theſe encouragements adapted. When a man of 


this complexion in the hot moment of paſſion 
and indiſcretion, has committed an action which 


his cooler judgments condemns, and his honeſt 


feelings deteſt, ſuch a man is exquiſitely alive to 


all the ſtings of ſelf reproach, and knows nor 


how either to forgive himſelf or aſk forgiveneſs 
Bar would be 


of heaven. Penitents of this h 
aſhamed to implore the pardon Ot Mr crimes. 


Their bluſhes, their beautiful blue ould not 
ſuffer them to approach the altars of Almighty 


'God, without the moſt confident. aſſurances of 


divine clemency. 
There are ſome men I know, gad I bluſn to 


ſay that I belong to their kind, on whom theſe 


conſiderations opurave as motives to licentiouſneſs: 
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Thus, from the plant which to you and me wer 
ſalutary food, the ſerpent extracts malignant 
poiſon. Were I this moment ſurrounded by a 
million of ſuch men, I would not addreſs. a ſyl- 
lable to them. They are beyond the reach of re- 
monſtrance, and I have only to ſay, ———God 
be merciful to them, 

The conſideration of that ils whick 
marks the character of Deity, inſtead of leading 
to a tame, faint, and ſtinted morality, is of all 
motives the moſt powerful with a generous mind 
to ſtrain every nerve and be zealous of good 
works. It touches the honor and ingenuouſneſs 
of a man; it provokes him to an equal return of 
generoſity, and leads him to exert every effort in 
promoting the glory of a being who places his 
duty upon ſo honorable a footing. . 
In the mercy of God as declared unto mankind 
by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, there is, if I may ſo 
ſay, a point which even ſtings the feeling Lang 5 
and gives it ſo exquiſite a ſenſe of divine goodneſs, 
that it cannot bear to be ſpiritleſs in its moral ex- 
ertions, or reſt contented with any thing ſhort of 
| zealous, animated, and ſublime obedience. | 


The example of chris is another motive to du- 
ty, which the goſpel preſents; and which ope- 
rates with peculiar energy: upon the paſſions of 
human nature. = 5 

Were a teacher to enter the world and. hold 
up to mankind the moſt beautiful ſyſtem of mo- 
rals imaginable, yet were to lead a flagitious life 
himſelf, he would not be likely to make many. 
converts. 

He is the beſt 1 whoſe a is his 
tongue. He moſt cen defines 1 integrity, moſt 

cloquently 


a. 
eloquently deſcribes it, and moſt pathetically 
pleads its cauſe, who exemplifies it in his life. 


Till a precept is reduced to Prallice, we are not 
certain that it can be done. We may contemp- 


late a table of laws with delight, we may admire - 


the beauty of its parts and the confenting har- 
mony of the whole; but till we ſce it realized in 
action, we ſhall be apt to view it as a beautiful 
ſhadow, too fine and airy for the touch of mari. 
This had been particularly the caſe with many 
precepts which Chriſtianity contains, A religion 
that inculcared a noble contempt of temporary 
pleaſure, and a heroic ſuperiority to toil and dan- 


ger in the defence of immortal truth, had proba- 


| bly been looked upon by the world as the pomp 


of declamation or the rant of enthuſiaſm; had it 
not ſeen a man wandering about without a pillow 


to ſupport his aching head, or a roof to protect 


it from inclemency ; and, to ſerve the cauſe of 


virtue, expoſing himſelf to inſult, barbarity and 


death. A religion that commanded us to love 


our enemies, and bleſs them that curſe us, 


had been treated by mankind as the fine ſpun | 
notion of a romantic brain; had they not beheld 


a man, poſſeſſed of all -thoſe amiable and 
endearing qualities which might have been ex- 


pected to melt even ſavages into love, and win 
the careſſes of all mankind ; treated with every 


5 indignity and cruelty that inhumanity could 
inflict ;—yet even in the tragic hour, when he 
was bleeding and writhing amid the agonies 
which his enemies had occaſioned ——lifting 1 up 
a meck and gentle eye to Heaven, and breathing 
a generous prayer for the pardon of his mur- 
derers. In theſe points the chriſtian teacher has 
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beautifully recommended his religion. He hat 


commanded his diſciples to do nothing which he 


has not done before. With equal juſtice may the 


compliment be paid to his conduct, that was paid 


to his eloquence z=-Never man ACTED like this 
man. 


But example, at the ſame time chi it proves 


a precept practicable, illuſtrates the beauty of it. 
It gives a body and a colour to truth; it ſtrikes 
the ſenſes, it 435 to the heart; the tranſported 


ſpectator 


. 3 feels how awful eddi is, and ſees 


cc Virtue | in her own Mater how lovely.” 


Were all the. philoſophers and orao'rs that 
ever lived, aſſembled in council to unite their 


abilities in a deſcription of virtue, they could not 
exhibit ſo beautiful a picture of it, as the con- 


duct of Chriſt holds up. Is not the modeſt queſ- 


tion, © Why calleſt thou me good,” a finer image 
of humility than any definition could give ?---- 
Does not the kind invitation to little children, 
convey a more beautiful idea of ſimplicity and 


gentleneſs, than any pen could communicate ?— 
Is not the humble addreſs to Almighty God, 
« Not my will but thine be done,” preſented at 


a moment of inexpreſſible agony, a more vivid 
and amiable picture of reſignation, than any 
flowers of ſpeech could paint ?—Was ever can- 
dour ſo ſweetly expreſſed, as in that gentle diſ- 


miſſion to a daughter of frailty,—* Go and ſin 
no more” ?—And is not a whole life employed 
in pilgrimage and toil, for the ſake of ſerving 


mankind, the moſt animated lecture imaginable 


upon 


. 
upon that ſocial love, which is the ſoul of virtue 


and the crown of Chriſtianity ? In a word, there 
is not a ſingle feature in the face of virtue, but is 


more clearly delineated and more beautifully co- 


loured in the character of Chriſt, than if all the 
powers of the pencil and the pen had been ex- 
hauſted upon the ſubje&t- _ 

But there is another good effect of extimple; 
which I muſt not forget, and that is Emulation. 
There is a pride, an honorable pride in man, 
which ſcorns to be outſhone. When a noble 
height is gained by another we burn to mount as 
high; we are uneaſy and impatient till we reach 
it; we are ſtung with ſhame at the thought of 
being below it, This is a noble, manly and ge- 


nerous principle. It is the parent of every ſub- 


lime attainment: it is the baſis of immortal im- 


provement: it is the wing of fire that will carry 


us through eternity. In this reſpect, Chriſti- 


anity has an uncommon influence upon the mind 
of man. It preſents us with a character accom- 


pliſhed in every quality that can do honor to hu- 


manity. With admiration we muſt contemplate 


it; and if the ſpark of Divinity within us be nor 


quite extinguiſhed, it will be all our ambition to 


rival it. 


Gratitude to the 3 of the PTY 13 inother 
affection, to which Chriſtianity appeals, as a mo- 
tive to duty. This is a very powerful and pa- 
thetic inducement. There never exiſted a man 
ſince man was born upon earth, to whom man- 
kind are under ſuch obligations as to him—who 


came to redeem them from iniquity. Many a 


man has ſaved a country from political ruin, and 


his grave has been honored with that honeſt coun- 


try“ s tear; many a man has communicated moral 


$8 ©: is 


e 11 
benefit to a bounded circle by the force of inſtrue- 


tion and example: But there never was a man 
whoſe ſervices took ſo extenſive a round, whoſe 


uſefulneſs filled ſo ample a ſphere, who toiled ſo 


hard and bled ſo faſt in the cauſe of mankind, as 
he whoſe goſpel we profeſs. Every man that lives, 


every man that ſhall exiſt as long as the earth 


endures, is bound to pronounce the name of 
Jeſus Chriſt of Nazareth with tenderneſs and 
reſpect. 

Here then Chriſtianity takes a ſtrong hold of 
the affections. Imagine yourſelf ſtanding by the 


death-bed of one whom you long had loved: 
With all the fervours of a dying man he graſps 


your hand,—with all the tenderneſs of a dying 


friend he requeſts a favor of you to be granted 


after his deceaſe,—a requeſt ſo intereſting to him, 


that as he breathes it, his very ſoul ſwims in his 
eyes; Take care of that orphan when I am 
gone, —or—Comtort her who in an hour will be 
a widow. After being thus requeſted, could you 
refuſe your compliance ?——[If after the departure 


of your friend you were to neglect his warm pe- 
tition, —would not his injured memory haunt 
you? Would not his ſilent duſt upbraid you ?— 
Could you paſs through the church yard where 
he lay interred, without ſtarting at fight of his 
tomb ? 
Let vs apply the caſe :—l think the caſes are 


— ama 


parallel.— When the generous friend of mankind 


took his final leave of the world, he aſſembled 


his diſciples round him: You and I were aſſem- 
| bled then, —all mankind were there :—You re- 
member with what ſolemnity he addreſſed us.— 


«if If ye love me; keep my- commandments:”— — 
Theſe 


Theſe were his 3 words ;—Forget them, he 
that can. 
He is now departed, but his family is here. 
Every orphan and every widow is a ſurviving re- 
lative of his: Every ſick man and every ſtranger 
is a brother. In as much as ye do it unto the 
leaſt of theſe, ye do it unto him. It is the man 
of Nazareth that knocks at your door :—if there 
be a ſpark of honor within you, open and let 
him in. It is the man of Nazareta that pines 
in yonder dungeon :—if gratitude has yet a place 
on earth, go viſit the melancholy captive. _, 
Thus is a chriſtian bound to his duty, by a tie 
which nothing ſhort of infernal malignity can 
break. If this generous tie he can ſnap; if this 
beautiful cord of love, this more than cable to 
ingenuous natures, he is able to burſt; he is 
omnipotently bad, he is bent upon his ruin; let 


no man try to ſtop him ; let the madman, let the 
monſter ruſh to his fate, 


The laſt appeal of Chriſtianity to the heart | 
which I ſhall mention, is that immortality which 
it has brought to light. 
However ſtrong the conviction of the mind 
might be of the intrinſic beauty of virtue, and 
the ſolidity of that peace which it inſpires; yet 
the chearleſs idea that it had but a few years of 
exiſtence to paſs, would caſt a deadly damp over 
every generous and grand exertion. If a man 
conceives that at the expiration of threeſcore 
years and ten, he is to be diſcharged from the 
ſervice of his Sovereign for ever, he will be like- 
ly to feel no very animated ambition to ſigna- 
lize himſelf in it. To cultivate the beautiful or- 
naments of the heart, only to adarn the tranſitory 
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term of human life, were but to deck with flowery: 
wreaths the victim that is leading to the altar, 


The mind ſickens at the idea: It takes away all 
the heart and foul of duty, and cramps all the 
manly and heroic darings of human nature. The 
mind of man wants room to move in: It de- 
mands an unbounded theatre of action, where it 
may expand its wings, where it may exert its 
powers, and expatiate without confinement,— 
When a man is poſſeſſed of the ſublime idea that 


he was born to live for ever, that the godlike ſpark 
within him ſhall outburn the fires of the firma- 


ment, that he ſhall continue to rife while immor- 


tality endures from one degree of mortal excel- 
lence and celeſtial preferment to another. 
this conſideration fills him with an idea of his 
own dignity, fires him with an honorable thirſt 
of glory, and calls every latent principle of his 
nature into vigorous exerciſe. 


To theſe bold heavings of the human heart, 5 


Chriſtianity i is finely ſuited. —A future ſtate was 
never ſet in ſo conſpicuous and ſublime a point 
of view, as that in which the goſpel has placed 
tr. The vaſt unbounded proſpect hes before us, 


and not the ſhadow of a doubt remains upon it. 


With us it is not thought a thing impoſſible that 
God ſhould raiſe the dead. We have ſeen the ex- 
periment made: we have feen the experiment 


ſucceed. Him that was dead, at the call of 


Divinity we have ſeen come forth, and re- 
ſtored to his weeping ſiſters. And though the 
rulers took counſel and the guards were ſet, we 
have ſeen the illuſtrious hero of the croſs aſcend 
in triumph from the tomb, and become the firſt 
fruits of them that ſlept. In this perſuaſion we 
all rejoice, that as the ſtone was x; ralled away from 


our 


{ 5.) 
dur maſter's grave, in like manner it ſhall be 
finally rolled away from ours. 

This then 1s the glorious caſting weight, which 
muſt determine the choice of every man of ſpi- 
rit on the ſide of integrity. To be conſcious of 
that immortal exiſtence, and not live up to the 
dignity of ſuch a name, is meanneſs which no- 
thing can raiſe; is inſenſibility, which nothing 

can animate. 

If there is a man whom this idea cannot fire, 
that man is beyond the reach of ſalvation. He 
has no heart about him. He is an inanimate. 
lump of clay: From duſt he came, and to duſt 
he ſhall return. 

Buch then is the irreſiſtible energy with which 
Chriſtianity operates upon the moral feelings of 
human nature. Thus, though every pupil of Je- 
Tus is left at his liberty to act as he will, yet more 
than chains are caſt upon the captivated affec- 
tions; and though no miracle is exerted, yet eve- 
ry motive preſented to the boſom, has all the 
force of a miracle upon the feeling heart. 


An INFERENCE or two ſhall conclude. 


In the advantages which as chriſtians we enjoy, 5 
let us rejoice with trembling. 
If our feet ſhould chance to flip, we 8 2 
fearful way to fall, Fixed upon an eminence that 
is exalted even to heaven, we look down a pre- 
cipice enough to make us giddy with fear. If the 
untutored Indian ftrays from duty, his heart ſhall 
condemn him in milder terms; but if a profeſ- 
ſor of our moſt holy religion violates the ſacred 
laws of God, conſcience ſhall ſharpen its ſting, 
4 and awaken torture's: moſt exquiſite throb. The 
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fill of a chriſtian is a - and terrible tragedys 
at which nature might ſtart, and angels tremble, 


How any man will be able to lift up his head 


at the tribunal of immortal Truth, to whom the 


goſpel has been preached in vain, is not to be 
conceived. The emotions of ſuch a man, at ſuch 


an hour, exhibit a picture over which Heaven 


weeps, and the heart of humanity breaks. 


An unreformed chriſtian, is a monfter in na- 
ture. The ſtory of ſuch a man ſounds like a fa- 
ble in the univerſe; and diſtant beings unac- 


- Quainted with human hiſtory, might ſmile at the 
romance of ſuch a character. 


Renounce your crimes then, or throw 8 
charter away. Depart from all iniquity, or dare 


not to pronounce the name of Chriſt. Be zealous 
of good works, or fly the land.— Lives there a 
man in a country like ours, who is determined to 


perſiſt in immoral paths? If ſuch a man there 


be, and he wiſhes to preſerve his peace in the hour 
of reflection, or retain his reaſon in the hour of 


death, —let him fly to ſome barbarous region 


where the amiable Meſſiah is a ſtranger ſtill; 


where the moral table bears no characters of ae 4 


ty, but thoſe which Nature's hand has inſcribed 
upon it; and where all the proud ſoliloquies of 
the ſage upon immortality, are only founded up- 
on the teſtimony of the Divinity that ſtirs within 
him: —thither let the man of ruined morals go,— 
there let him ſtudy to infatuate his mind, to im- 

bibe the errors of the place, and to forget that 


ever he was born and educated in a chriſtian 
EFF - 


Another inference to be: drawn from this fab- 


are 


(4 ) 
are to be redeemed from iniquity by Jupernatual 
influence, without any efforts of our own. 

Far be it from me to weaken that dependence, 
which any humble and honeſt man may place up- 
on divine ſupport and aſſiſtance, amid the nume- 
rous and dangerous trials of human life: He 
were a cruel man, who ſhould ſay to Frailty when 
her eye is lifted up“ Where is now thy God.” 
Never may I breathe, even in whiſpers, ſo unge- 
nerous a taunt. Ever let me ſay to every man 
AG feels his frailties and trembles at temptation, . 
“ Wait on the Lord, be of good courage, 
ow « and he ſhall ſtrengthen thine heart,”—My on- 
ly point is to open the eyes of that man, who is 
| infatuated by that fatal enthuſiaſm which leads 
him to caſt an upon divine operations and leave 
Hong tor himſelf to do. ; 

If we open the bible, we read, 'tis true, of 
many remarkable converſions; but we ate not to 
look for miracles every day. In the common 
courſe of things, Chriſtianity redeems mankind 
from iniquity, by ſpeaking to thoſe principles and 
paſſions, which Nature has planted within us; 
and a man muſt work out his ſalvation, by endea- 
vouring to affect his heart by thoſe motives to 
duty which it preſents, and by labcuring to cul- 
_ tivate thoſe diſpoſitions whick it inculcates.—If 
a man endeavours to the beſt of his abilities to 
acquire theſe diſpoſitions, then let him look up 
as Often as he will for the aſſiſtance and bleſſing 

of Almighty God. This is a duty, Which God 
forbid I ſhould ever diſcourage. | 

All that I aſk of nian is, to exert the powers 
which God has given him, and to make uſe of - 
the inftruments which Providence has put into 

D a his 


— 


4 
7 

= 

j 
0 
4 

: 
0 
461 
g 
8 | 
4 
7 
* 
4 
{> 
* 


r 


2 3 . x. * 
- c 


„ ooo EE EE = 
| Farther: the preſent ſubje& points out the 
/ nn oo hs, 
The only point which divine wiſdom and be- 


* 8 d VE", l — . _— 2 2 8 2 790 . 

F ⁰ EAR ...... EY ne Hd E : 
c 322232 ⁰ ... SETS 
2 — 22 S . r re I. —=F, + — 0 20 I XC. 


DEE 


(1 ) 


his hand. I will not quarrel with him about 


points of ſpeculation, that do not interfere with 
practice: It is the part of ſpleen and ill nature, 


to irritate the mind by ſtriking at its harmleſs 


tenets. I wiſh mankind to enjoy juſt what opi- 


nions they pleaſe, ſo long as they are innocent 


opinions: but when their errors affect their mo- 


tals, —when the axe is laid to the root of Chriſ- 


tianity, - when the venerable and immortal ſta- 
tutes of virtue are in danger, — every honeſt man 
is alarmed, every honeſt man will ſpeak his 


mind ;—and though ſentiments of this kind may 
not be popular, yet ſhame on that little pulpit 


policy which can twiſt and torture truth ten 


_ thouſand ways, to make it fit the dangerous pre- 


nevolence intended to accompliſh by the miſſion. 


of Jeſus Chriſt, is the redemption of mankind 
from iniquity. Every man therefore who departs 


from iniquity, who does that juſtice and loves 


that mercy, which are the ornaments of humani- 


ty and the eſſence of virtue, in whatever climate 


he may dwell, to whatever articles of religion 
he may ſubſcribe, is a ſound and accompliſhed. 
chriſtian : He does all that the Lord his God 
requires of him; the deſign of the goſpel is 
anſwered in him, and he deſerves to be eſteemed 
and loved by every friend of liberty and truth. 


For all mankind to agree in ſentiment upon all 


points, is not conſiſtent with the preſent conſti- 
tution of human nature. A variety of opinions 
has prevailed in all ages, and upon all ſubjects. 


There 


i 


16 3 
There is hardly a point of law or phyſic, but has 
hadi its defenders and its oponents; and we have 
no more reaſon to expect an uniformity of judg- 
ment in divinity. And ſo long as a diverſity of 
ſentiment does not damp that generous good 
will, which we owe to all mankind, and inter- 
rupt that beautiful current of good offices which 
ought ever to circulate through ſociety; no friend 
of Chriſtianity need give himſelf any alarm 
In the hiſtory of the world there is no circum- 
ſtance more amazing, than that the profeſſors 
of a religion ſo ſublime as ours, ſhould have 
wrangled ſo long about points of indifference. If 
two Pagans are at variance becauſe they differ in 
their mode of kneeling before their golden god, 
it is not to be wondered at: Their minds are 
employed about none but little objects; their re- 
ligion is compoſed of punctilio and parade. But 
when the beauty of Purity, the majeſty of Meck- 
neſs, and the divinity of Benevolence, are pre- 
| ſented to the eye; it might be expected that ſuch 
grand and ſtriking objects would fo completely 
fill up the mind and engroſs its attention, as to 
make it indifferent to every thing beſides 
Here is a man who loves all mankind and feels 
for all that lives, He viſits the widow and the fa- 
therleſs in their affliction, and keeps himſelf un- 
ſpotted from the world. As far as his capacity 
extends, he is eyes to the blind and feet to the 
lame: the father of the poor, the guardian of 
| Innocence, and the patron of merit. — This 
_ amiable and God-Jike man. is not to enter 


the kingdom of God, becauſe he is under the 


influence of what you are pleaſed to term a dan- 
nets 9 2 gerous 
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gerous error, Now in the name of that com- 
mon ſenſe which the.inſpiration of the Almighty 
hath given to us all, what is to prevent a man 
like this from riſing to the manſions of immor- 
tality? Is he not qualified for the enjoyment of 


the place? Has he not the ſeeds of happineſs 
within him ?—Iniquity is the only gulph that 


divide humanity from heaven : he that has de- 
parted from it, 1s already arrived upon the bord- 


ers of eternal bliſs. Happineſs is the natural and 
neceſſary conſequence of having ated well: 
'This 1s the beautiful and immortal law of Nature. 


As ſoon ſhall the beam of day render the land- 
ſcape obſcure, as ſoon ſhall the ſweet ſounds. 
of harmony diſtract and torture the ear; as the 


teſtimony of a good | conſcience fail of inſpiring 
immortal peace, and conferring immortal honor. 
That favor which 1s life, and that loving kind- 


neſs which is better than life, are confined to no 
particular country or ſect. Every man who bears 
the mark of integrity and goodneſs, in whatever 
quarter of the globe he dwells, in whatever tem- 
ple he pays his vow, is ſure to be the object of 


divine complacency, and ought to be the object 


Upon the. plains of India a poor negro hears 


the diſtant groan of a dying man: —Touched by 


the ſpirit of ſweet humanity, he flies with impa- 


tience to the tragic ſpot. He beholds the bleed- 
ing form of one, whom ſome lawleſs hand had 
aſſaulted and left for dead. After having wiped 
away the honeſt tear that dimmed his eye, he re- 
collects the features of the man whoſe ſlave he 


once had been, and of whoſe inhuman treatment 


many a cruel ſcar reminds him: — But deaf to the 


harſh 


e e 
| harſh dictate of revenge, he opens all his heart to 
the godlike emotions of benevolence: He bears 
away the tyrant to a place of ſecurity, watches 
over him with tender ſolicitude, and all the while 
he does it, though nature made him rough, the 
ſoft influence of pity moulds his manner into gen- 
tleneſs.—--Generous barbarian! Accompliſhed 
ſavage !——Although thou art an utter ſtranger 
to our moſt holy faith, - though thou haſt never 
touched the bible, nor entered the temple of the 
living God, though no baptiſmal fountain conſe- 
crated thy birth, and though no chriſtian dirges 
ſhall be chaunted o'er thy grave, - yet never was 
I more miſtaken if at the tribunal of Almighty 
God thou ſhalt not be crowned with glory; while 
many a man who boaſts of his creed and his 
Church, ſhall be covered with confuſion, Wo 
1 conclude. The beauty of the chriſtian 
| religion ſtrongly recommends it to the patronage 
of all, who feel for the honor and happineſs of 
human nature. 
Its beauty I have attempted to deſcribe; its 
beauty you all can feel, and have felt it long. 
Shall not ſuch a religion be dearer to us than 
light, than liberty, than life? Such a religion, 
does not patriotiſm, does not philanthrophy, does 
not magnanimity prompt us to protect? Such a 
religion will it not be glorious to fix in the heart 
of the riſing age, and tranſmit to the lateſt poſ- 
terity ? Such principles will it not be generous 
to plant in the minds of the young ones that are 
here ranged in order before ye ? Such a ſeal ſhall 
we not ſet with rapture to their ſoft and yielding 
boſoms, and make the impreſſion immortal ? 
Such an image ſhall we not ſtamp with extacy. 
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upon them ?—an image than which there is not 
in nature, than which there cannot be, one more 
venerable or more beautiful: It is the image of 
Chriſt, the image of angels, the image of God. 


Will you not allow me to hope, that every 


pirofeſſor of Chriſtianity now preſent will em- 
brace this opportunity of expreſſing his ſacred 
attachment to it, by giving his generous ſupport 


to an inſtitution under which young minds are 
educated in the principles of chriſtian truth. 
There are a few particulars in the hiſtory of 
this ſchoal which you will give me leave to men- 


tion for the information of any who may be 
ſtrangers to it. It was founded in the reign of 
James II. when a crafty Jeſuit, of the name of 
* Poulton, zealous to propagate his religion, ſet 
up a ſchool and advertiſed to edycate the child- 
ren of the poor upon a plan of charity. To 
cCounteract the influence of this ſeducing inſtitu- 
tion, three gentlemen“ whoſe names will be ever 


remembered with honor, alarmed for the ſafety 
of Chriſtianity, and ambitious to ſignalize theme 


ſelves in its defence; laid the foundation of this 


ſchool, the generous deſign of which is to give 


the poor a proteſtant education. 


It has been gradually riſing in a from 

and t nber of children 

at this day amounts to 200. The ſcholars of both 
ſexes are taught all their reſpective qualifications 
for the offices of induſtry; and without any diſ- 
tinction of party in the admiſſion of them, are 
inſtructed in the principles of the chriſtian re- 
17171717 re es np an 


* Arthur Shallet, Samuet Warburton, and Ferdinando 
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The ſituation of the ſchobl is peculiarly favor- 
able to its deſign, being placed in one of the 
pooreſt parts of the e and the children 
are provided with all articles neceſſary to their 
education without any expence to their parents. 
It is ſupported by the ſubſcriptions of individu- 
als, one annual collection, and legacies. 

Such is the cauſe which now looks to you for 
ſupport. I ſtand here to plead it. But it needs 
no advocate: or if it did, turn your eyes from 
me to thoſe little ſilent petitioners. Who can look 
upon innocence and fimplicity, without a ſmile of 
love? Who can think of ſimplicity and inno- 
cence redeemed from ruin, without a tear of joy? 
Tf in any action, in the compaſs of charity, the 
warm feelings of philanthropy may be blended 
with the calm dictates of reaſon, they will meet 
together with a peculiar beauty and harmony 1 in 
your contribution upon an occaſion like this 
It is more than filver and gold that ye give :— _ 
ye communicate knowledge, virtue, and happi- 
neſs. Ye are more than the fathers of the poor: 
ye are the venerable guardians of truth, 
hb honorable defenders of the faith, the gene- 
rous and godlike redeemers of mankind. 

Ye contribute all ye can to enlarge the domi- 
nions of ſimplicity, gentleneſs and love; to a- 
dorn humanity with that ee which is the 
eſſence of beauty and the ſoul of bliſs ;—to pull 

down the gloomy banners of bigotry, ſtained with 
the maſſacres of mankind, and ere& the white 
ſtandard of charity, liberty and peace; — to re- 
gain Patadiſe below, and to people the ne 


above. 


For once let Fancy with prophetic eye be al- 
lowed to look into future ſcenes. Let her paint 


the 
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the child of your foſtering hand, riſing to reſpec- 
table ſtations in life, and diſcharging with dignity. 
the duties of them. Let her paint him paſſing 
along the ſocial walks with that integrity which 
injures none, and that kindneſs which ſmiles up- 
on all. Let her view him preſerving amid cor- 
ruption and fraud, that proud honor and that 
ſtubborn independence which conſtitute the ma- 
jeſty of man; and at laſt, after having long adorned 
and bleſſed ſociety, riſing with modeſt. triumph 
to the tribunal of his God. 
When ſuch a fair ſpirit meets you in 1 Heaven, 
hay, will it ſtain your fame, will it damp your 
extaſies, to be told that your hand was exerted 
in lifting it to that immortal eminence? _ 
Great power of mercy, at whoſe ſmile the dark- 
neſs fled and there was light, — are not theſe 
thy favourite offerings? Is not this to voy 
5 thee 1 in ſpirit and in truth! 

Peace to the man of penance :— WR | there is 
a ſoul within you, after this manner worſhip ye 
the God of your fathers. oo | 
Within theſe walls is there a man that does not 
burn to do an act like this? that is not proud of 
the preſent opportunity? that does not ſpring 
forward in fancy to the door, impatient to expreſs 
his generous feelings there? 

I will not believe that any man will leave this 
place this day, - without ſome expreſſion of his 
regard for virtue and truth, 


Before 1 Gt down, indulge me with one word : 

to thoſe, for whoſe. peculiar benefit we are now 

aſſemble t. | - 
My 


N 


of ſo many of you, juſt entering a world where 
adverſity wears a ſting that will call for all your 
fortitude, and where temptation wears a ſmile 
that your virtue will find it hard to reſiſt, fills me 


with a ſohcitude which I know not how to ex- 
preſs; and makes me wiſh to addreſs a few words 


to you with that ſimplicity which is ſuited to 


your years, and that ſolemnity which your ſitua- 
tion inſpires. 


I hope you have been able in ſome meaſure to 


underſtand what you have heard to day. The 


chriſtian religion which you profeſs and which 


we have now been conſidering, is level even to 


your capacity. Even you may feel 1 its beauty, and 


taſte its pleaſures. 
To be convinced that it has its pleaſures , 


you have only to obey its laws. It is a notion 
that commonly prevails at your time of life, that 


religion will make you melancholy. But if this 


be your idea, believe me you were never more 


miſtaken. Chearful as ye are, the religion of 
Jeſus will make you gayer ſtill. It will brighten 
your brighteſt moments : It will gig your dark- 
eſt days. 

Let me then hs that you wil all cultivate 
thoſe amiable diſpoſitions it inculcates. Learn to 


look upon all around you with kindneſs and good 
will: Learn to treat every living thing with x gen- 


tleneſs. If you receive a kindneſs, let it never be 
forgotten: If any injury is done you, forget it 
if you can; but if you cannot forget it, at leaſt 


forgive it. Never give way to a ſpirit of re- 


venge: It is a ſerpent that will ſting you to mad- 


neſs. If once it enters your guileſs boſons, 
| | E ; 


My younger brothers and ſiſters !——The gebt 


(oh 


go. 


our faces will no more be placid, YGUT Mar 
| ments will. no more be EFI 


0 7: — 1 ) * 1 | 
——{oh truſt the I de mogitdr of this 4 ) 


Do you wiſh to expreſs your gratitude to 7 


providence which placed you here 7 to thoſe 
patrons who ſupport your education, to thoſe 


preachers who have exerted themſelves in your 


cauſe? If ye do, let your ature: conduct be 
the prot, 


While that 1 is amiable and "Rog you will be 


4 reſpectable in a ſtate of poverty, you will be 
chearful in the chamber of ſickneſs, and calm 
amid the . of death. n „ „ 
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